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INTERAGENCY  REGULATORY 
LIASION  GROUP 

Protection  of  Public  Health  and 
Environment;  Activities  Report 

May  1979. 

Activities  Report 

/.  Background 

On  September  26, 1977  the  heads  of 
the  U.S.  Consumer  Product  Safety 
Commission,  the  U.S.  Environmental 
Protection  Agency,  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  and  the  Occupational 
Safety  and  Health  Administration 
signed  an  agreement  to  increase  ongoing 
cooperation  to  improve  protection  of  the 
public  health  and  the  environment.  This 
cooperative  effort  was  named  the 
Interagency  Regulatory  Liaison  Group 
(IRLG).  Intention  to  form  such  a  group 
was  announced  on  August  2, 1977,  and 
the  agreement  was  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  on  October  11, 1977  (42 
FR  54856).  In  January  1979  the  Food 
Safety  and  Quality  Service  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  joined  the 
IRLG  as  a  fifth  member. 

Emphasis  was  placed  on  sharing 
information,  avoiding  duplication  of 
effort  and  developing  consistent 
regulatory  policies.  Initially,  eight 
specific  areas  were  identified  for 
concentrated  cooperative  activities. 
These  were:  (1)  Compliance  and 
enforcement,  (2)  education  and 
communications,  (3)  epidemiology,  (4) 
information  exchange,  (5)  regulatory 
development,  (6)  research  planning,  (7) 
risk  assessment  and  (8)  testing 
standards  and  guidelines.  Work  groups 
made  up  of  representatives  from  each  of 
the  agencies  were  establised  to  identify 
and  address  problems  of  mutual  concern 
in  each  of  the  areas.  Notice  of  specific 
work  plans  and  public  meetings  held 
March  2-6, 1978,  was  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  on  Feburary  17, 1978 
(43  FR  7174).  Work  plans  were  also 
developed  in  each  of  ten  regions  across 
the  country  specifying  cooperative 
arrangements  among  the  four  agencies 
and  their  field  operations. 

II.  Progress 

Since  its  inception,  the  IRLG  has 
moved  steadily  toward  its  stated  goals. 
A  listing  of  some  major  activities 
follows: 

A.  Regulatory  Development.  A 
working  compendium  listing  information 
and  regulatory  plans  for  24  chemicals  or 
substances  has  been  produced.  This 
compendium,  entitled  “Hazardous 
Substances,”  will  be  updated 
periodically  and  serve  as  a  guide  for 


coordinated  development  of  regulations 
of  chemicals  of  concern  to  two  or  more 
of  the  IRLG  agencies.  It  also  serves  to 
inform  the  public  of  actions  being  taken 
on  these  substances. 

B.  Compliance  and  Enforcement.  1. 
Regional  emergency  response  systems 
have  been  coordinated.  In  addition,  a 
plan  is  being  developed  to  integrate 
these  systems  into  the  National 
Contingency  Plan  which  provides  for  a 
coordinated  Federal  response  to  protect 
the  public  and  the  environment  from 
damaging  effects  or  oil  and  hazardous 
substance  discharges  and  fosters 
Federal,  state  and  local  cooperation. 

2.  A  multi-agency  compliance 
orientation  training  program  has  been 
piloted.  This  is  designed  to  provide 
information  about  IRLG  agency 
compliance  authorities  and  to  provide 
basic  information  for  the  widespread 
implementation  of  referral  inspections. 
This  will  result  in  improved  protection 
and  more  efficient  use  of  resources  on  a 
national  scale. 

C.  Science — 1.  Guidelines.  Guidelines 
through  agency  review  and  ready  for 
public  comment  have  been  developed 
for  four  acute  toxicity  tests  and  one 
teratogenicity  test  in  the  health  effects 
area.  Twelve  additional  health  effects 
guidelines  and  eight  guidelines  for 
environmental  effects  are  at  various 
stages  of  development,  bringing  to  26  the 
number  of  testing  guidelines  under 
development  by  the  IRLG.  A  set  of 
criteria  for  documenting  exidemiological 
studies  has  also  been  completed  and  is 
undergoing  agency  review.  The  goal  is  to 
have  these  guidelines  and  those  still  to 
be  developed  provide  a  basis  for  testing 
which  will  result  in  data  that  are 
acceptable  to  all  IRLG  agencies. 

2.  Risk  Assessment.  IRLG  agency 
scientists  in  conjunction  with  staff 
members  from  the  NCI  and  NIEHS  have 
developed  a  document  describing  the  . 
scientific  concepts  and  methods 
currently  in  use  to  identify  and  evaluate 
substances  that  may  pose  a  risk  of 
cancer  to  humans.  It  is  entitled, 
“Scientific  Bases  for  Identifying 
Potential  Carcinogens  and  Estimating 
Their  Risks”  and  was  released  to  the 
public  in  February  1979. 

3.  Research,  (a)  Three  inventories 
dealing  with  research  supported  by  the 
IRLG  agencies  and  NCI,  NIEHS  and 
NIOSH  have  been  completed.  The  first 
was  concerned  with  all  toxics  research, 
the  second  specifically  with  toxicology, 
and  the  third  with  metals.  Drafts  are 
being  revised,  but  the  data  show  that 
there  is  very  little  duplication.  They  also 
provide  information  for  identifying 
research  gaps  which  need  to  be  filled. 


(b)  IRLG  with  assistance  trom  statt 
members  of  DOD,  NCI,  NIOSH  and 
NIEHS  developed  a  rationale  and  long 
range  general  plan  for  dealing  with 
problems  of  chronic  degenerative 
diseases,  environmental  cancer, 
reproductive  toxicity,  neurotoxicity  and 
behavior,  mutagenic  diseases,  and 
immunologic  diseases.  The  document, 
entitled  “Preventive  Health  and  the 
Environmental  Sciences,"  sets  out  a 
proposal  for  a  national  effort  in 
toxicology  research  related  to  human 
health. 

(c)  FDA  and  EPA  established  a  joint 
neurotoxicology  research  program  at 
EPA  laboratories  in  North  Carolina.  This 
permits  a  better  utilization  of  scarce 
resources  for  the  conduct  of  research 
essential  to  the  missions  of  IRLG 
agencies. 

(d)  FDA’s  "Good  Laboratory 
Practices”  regulations  which  set  new, 
more  stringent  standards  for  testing  of 
toxic  substances  have  been  adopted  by 
IRLG  agencies.  Their  widespread  use 
will  improve  the  quality  of  laboratory 
procedures  and  the  quality  of  data. 

(e)  Through  the  Smithsonian  Science 
Information  Exchange,  a  computerized 
system  for  identification  of 
epidemiology  programs  is  in  place. 

D.  Information  and  Data.  1.  A. 
feasibility  study  has  been  completed 
and  planning  started  on  a  regulated 
chemicals  directory.  The  computerized 
directory  will  contain  information  on 
standards  which  have  been  proposed  or 
promulgated,  existing  laws,  regulations, 
court  decisions  and  state  regulations 
concerning  chemical  substances.  It  will 
be  accessible  to  the  private  sector  as 
well  as  various  Federal,  state  and  local 
government  agencies. 

2.  A  study  is  being  supported  to 
determine  the  feasibility  of  developing 
common  codes  for  linking  data  files 
using  Chemical  Abstract  System  and 
product  codes,  production  sites  and 
other  information  generally  available.  A 
linking  system  will  expand  the  data 
base  by  building  on  those  already  in 
existence  and  routinely  in  use. 

3.  Support  is  being  provided  for  a 
JOURNALINK  Union  List  of  Serials 
which  is  a  listing  of  relevant  joint 
holdings  of  IRLG  agencies'  libraries  and 
the  libraries  of  the  Department  of 
Interior,  National  Oceanic  and 
Atmospheric  Administration,  the 
National  Bureau  of  Standards  and  the 
U.S.  Patent  Office. 

E.  Education.  1.  A  Generic  Safety  and 
Health  Curriculum  Guide  for  schools  is 
under  development  and  should  be  ready 
for  piloting  within  a  year.  Its  use  will 
make  information  concerning  hazardous 
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substances  available  on  a  widespread 
basis  to  the  school-age  population. 

2.  A  draft  of  a  Joint  Annotated 
Bibliography  on  Toxic  Substances  has 
been  completed.  It  provides  guidance  to 
consumers  on  obtaining  information 
from  IRLG  agencies  about  specific 
substances. 

3.  A  pamphlet  entitled  “Working 
Together"  was  completed  in  March  1979. 
Its  purpose  is  to  introduce  the  IRLG  to 
the  general  public. 

F.  Regional  Activities.  Among  the 
most  significant  accomplishments  are 
those  occurring  in  the  field.  Field  staffs 
are  cooperating  in  the  following  ways: 
(a)  Inspection  referrals,  whereby  an 
inspector  from  one  agency  refers 
possible  violations  of  another  agency's 
regulations  to  that  agency,  (b)  improved 
consumer  information,  (c)  emergency 
response  systems,  (d)  cross  training  of 
personnel,  (e)  sharing  office  facilities 
and  equipment,  (f)  sharing  laboratory 
facilities  and  expertise,  (g)  holding  joint 
seminars,  and  (h)  coordinating  with 
state  agencies.  Regional  public  forums 
have  been  held  in  three  regions.  This 
cooperation  is  improving  our  sue  of 
resources  nationwide  and  enabling  us  to 
better  meet  our  public  health 
responsibilities. 

In  addition,  at  headquarters  and  in  all 
regions  cooperative  actions  dealing  with 
specific  problems  are  becoming  the  rule 
rather  than  the  exception. 

III.  Continuing  Activities 

The  original  intention  was  to  avoid 
establishing  permanent,  self- 
perpetuating  work  groups  and  to  have 
the  IRLG  concept  of  coordination  among 
the  agencies  be  the  rule  rather  than  the 
exception.  In  keeping  with  this  concept, 
four  of  the  eight  work  groups  are  in  the 
process  of  completing  their  tasks.  They 
are  Education  and  Communications. 
Research  Planning,  Compliance  and 
Enforcement  and  Risk  Assessment.  They 
will  cease  to  function  as  work  groups, 
but  future  activities  in  these  areas  will 
be  carried  out  by  staff  members  whose 
regular  responsibilities  encompass  those 
areas  or  by  special  task  groups.  Work 
group  activities  which  will  continue  are: 

A.  Epidemiology.  Work  will  continue 
on  the  goals  stated  in  the  initial  plan.  As 
noted  above,  a  computerized  system  for 
identification  of  epidemiology  programs 
has  been  put  into  effect  through  the 
Smithsonian  Science  Information 
Exchange.  Several  projects  are  nearing 
completion.  The  first,  guidelines  for 
epidemiological  studies,  should  be 
available  for  public  comment  in  May 
and  in  final  form  by  November  or 
December  1979.  The  second,  a  document 
on  identification  of  existing  (legal) 


authorities  for  requiring  retention, 
collection,  collation,  and  disclosure  of 
data  pertinent  to  human  disease  is 
complete  and  should  be  final  by  August 
1979.  Third,  a  subcommittee  is 
identifying  epidemiology  data  bases 
within  and  outside  of  the  IRLG  agencies 
and  plans  to  have  a  catalogue  of 
machine  readable  bases  available  in 
September  1979.  They  are  working  with 
other  Federal  agencies  in  an  effort  to 
link  national  data  systems. 

Plans  to  identify  epidemiology 
resource  personnel  became  a  part  of  a 
more  comprehensive  IRLG  effort  to 
develop  a  "skills  inventory"  for  the 
identification  of  all  resource  personnel. 
The  work  group  is  also  coordinating  its 
planned  determination  of  needs  for 
additional  agreements  and  authorities 
for  epidemiological  studies  with  other 
Federal  efforts  dealing  with  the  same 
issues. 

A  goal  which  as  been  delayed  is  their 
plan  to  conduct  in  depth  evaluations  of 
design,  methods  of  analysis  and 
conclusions  of  selected  published 
studies  and  of  research  in  the  areas  of 
demographic,  confounding,  and  study 
variables.  These  tasks  have  not  been 
undertaken  yet  because  the  work  group 
felt  additional  resources  are  needed  to 
provide  a  thorough  and  complete  study. 

B.  Information  Exchange.  The  work 
group  will  continue  toward  completion 
of  the  tasks  identified  in  their  initial 
plan.  As  noted  above,  several  feasibility 
studies  have  been  completed.  The  first 
was  for  preparation  of  a  regulated 
chemicals  industry  directory,  and  work 
on  producing  the  directory  has  been 
initiated.  The  second,  an  inventory  of 
candidate  systems  in  which  common 
codes  could  be  used  to  link  data  files,  is 
finished;  and  a  definition  of  user's  needs 
has  been  started.  Forms  to  provide  a 
skills  inventory  to  identify  personnel 
resources  within  each  agency  have  been 
developed  and  will  be  distributed 
among  the  agencies  as  soon  as  they  are 
approved.  Development  of  a  policy  for 
sharing  and  handling  confidential 
information  is  also  underway. 

C.  Regulatory  Development.  The  work 
group  will  continue  to  coordinate  the 
regulation  of  hazardous  substances  on 
which  two  or  more  of  the  IRLG  agencies 
are  working.  It  will  also  continue  to 
implement  an  interagency  alert  system 
designed  to  inform  the  other  IRLG 
agencies  of  upcoming  regulatory  action. 
So  far  the  list  of  hazardous  substances 
for  regulatory  development  coordination 
includes  acrylonitrile,  arsenic,  asbestos, 
benzene,  beryllium,  cadmium, 
chloroform  and  related  solvents, 
chlorofluorocarbons,  chromates,  coke 
oven  emissions,  dibromochloropropane 


(DBCP),  diethylstilbestrol  (DES), 
ethylene  dibromide  (EDB),  ethylene 
oxide  (ETO)  and  its  residues,  lead, 
mercury  and  mercury  compounds, 
nitrosamines,  ozone,  polychlorinated 
biphenyls  (PCB’s),  radiation,  sulfur 
dioxide,  vinyl  chloride,  polyvinyl 
chloride,  waste  disposal  on  agricultural 
land,  formaldehyde  and  benzidine-type 
dyes.  An  updated  compendium  of 
regulatory  development  work  plans 
covering  the  most  of  these  substances  is 
scheduled  for  publication  in  late  May. 

D.  Task  Group  on  Education. 

Although  most  responsibilities  of  the 
Education  and  Communications  Work 
Group  have  been  turned  over  to 
Counterpart  Group  of  Public  Information 
Officers,  several  tasks  relating  to 
education  remain  to  be  completed.  This 
will  be  done  by  a  Task  Group  on 
Education.  The  projects  are:  (a)  The 
Generic  Health  and  Safety  Education 
Curriculum  Activities  Guides  for 
Teachers  of  Middle  and  Senior  High 
Grades;  (b)  the  Joint  Annotated 
Bibliography  on  Toxic  Substances;  and 
(c)  an  in-house  analysis  of  the  original 
four  IRLG  agencies’  statutes  relating  to 
labeling  of  toxic  substances  which  will 
be  used  to  recommend  a  unified, 
coordinated  labeling  strategy  for  the 
IRLG  agencies. 

E.  Testing  Standards  and  Guidelines. 
The  Testing  Standards  and  Guidelines 
Work  Group  will  continue  to 
standardize  the  tests  listed  in  the 
original  work  plan.  The  following  tests 
should  be  ready  for  publication  for 
public  comment  within  a  month:  Eye 
Irritation,  Acute  Dermal,  Acute 
Inhalation,  Acute  Oral,  Teratogenicity, 
and  Vapor  Pressure.  Tests  nearly  ready 
for  agency  review  which  should  be  into 
the  agencies  within  four  to  six  weeks 
include:  Subchronic  Ingestion. 
Subchronic  Dermal,  Reproduction, 
Primary  Skin  Irritation,  Octanol/Water 
Partitioning  Coefficient,  Water 
Solubility,  Hydrolysis,  Daphnia — acute 
life  cycle  toxicity  tests, 

Biodegradation — four  screening 
procedures,  and  Adsorption/Desorption. 
Guidelines  that  should  be  ready  for 
agency  review  within  four  to  five 
months  are  Subchronic  Inhalation, 
Chronic  Toxicity,  Perinatal,  Combined 
Chronic — Carcinogenicity, 
Carcinogenicity,  Mutagenicity, 
Metabolism,  and  Multigeneration 
Reproduction. 

F.  Regional  Activities.  The  regional 
offices  of  the  IRLG  agencies  are  in  the 
process  of  evaluating  their  first  year  of 
progress  and  developing  revised  work 
plans.  These  revised  work  plans  will 
include  activities  in  the  following  areas: 
Information  exchange,  internal 
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management  and  training,  laboratories, 
compliance  and  enforcement,  and 
external  relations.  Some  of  the  IRLG 
activities  receiving  particular  emphasis 
within  the  regional  offices  will  include 
public  information  and  education; 
referral  inspection  training  and 
implementation;  sharing  of  laboratory 
facilities,  equipment,  methods  and 
techniques;  and  emergency  response. 

G.  Counterpart  Croups.  Each 
counterpart  group  will  usually  include 
from  each  agency  one  senior  official 
having  the  same  responsibilities  within 
the  agency  as  those  designated  for  the 
counterpart  group.  For  most  activities, 
each  group  will  decide  how  leadership 
responsibilities  will  be  shared. 

However,  in  some  cases  the  Principals 
may  assign  lead  responsibilities.  An 
IRLG  Surrogate  who  is  designated  as  the 
Surrogate  Liaison  will  work  with  each 
group. 

Counterpart  groups  will  have 
continuing  responsibilities  and  will,  as 
the  need  arises,  be  asked  by  the 
Principals  to  take  on  specific  projects.  In 
addition,  they  are  expected  to  initiate 
cooperative  efforts  on  their  own.  A 
counterpart  group  may  also  establish 
subgroups  or  task  forces  to  carry  out  its 
responsibilities. 

Designated  counterpart  groups  and 
the  Surrogate  Liaisons  are  listed  below. 
Their  responsibilities  for  interagency 
coordination  include,  but  are  not  limited 
to,  the  following: 

Genera]  Counsels 

1.  Maintain  close  Communications  on 
proposed  legislation  of  mutual  interest 

2.  Maintain  close  communications  on 
judicial  events  of  mutual  interest. 

3.  Try  to  anticipate  legal  issues 
relating  to  other  IRLG  cooperative 
activities  and  ensure  that  they  are 
resolved  expeditiously. 

Specific  Projects: 

a.  Resolve  specific  issues  referred  to 
the  General  Counsels  by  the  Regulatory 
Development  Work  Group  and  the 
Testing  Standards  &  Guidelines  Work 
Group. 

b.  Resolve  issues  regarding  the 
coordination  of  compliance  and 
enforcement  which  have  been  referred 
to  the  General  Counsels  by  the 
Compliance  and  Enforcement  Work 
Group. 

c.  Resolve  issues  regarding  the 
exchange  of  information  among  the 
agencies  which  have  been  referred  to 
General  Counsels  by  the  Information 
Exchange  Work  Group. 

Surrogate  Liaison:  Richard  A.  Heller 
(CPSC) 


Congressional  A  j  fairs 

1.  Coordinate  transmittal  of  IRLG  and 
related  reports  to  Congress. 

2.  Coordinate,  as  appropriate,  agency 
presentations  and  testimony  before 
Congress. 

3.  Maintain  close  communications  on 
Congressional  issues  of  interest. 

Specific  Projects: 

Prepare  joint  briefing  for  new 
members  of  Congress. 

Surrogate  Liaison:  John  Wessel  (FDA) 
Public  Information  Officers 

1.  Prepare  press  releases  as  IRLG 
projects  are  completed. 

2.  Develop  and  disseminate  IRLG 
informational  materials  on  issues  of 
common  interest  to  IRLG  agencies. 

3.  Share  in  dissemination  of 
information  materials  prepared  by 
different  agencies  which  are  of  mutual 
interest. 

4.  Support  IRLG  public  information 
cooperation  in  regional  offices. 

Specific  Projects:  « 

Prepare  a  film  or  filmscript  for  use  by 
the  regional  offices  to  orientate  agency 
employees  regarding  the  IRLG  and  its 
activities. 

Surrogate  Liaison:  Edwin  H.  Clark,  II 
(EPA) 

Budget  Officers 

1.  Promote  expeditious  allocation  and 
handling  of  IRLG  budget 

2.  Coordinate  preparation  of  agency 
budgets  to  ensure  that  they  are  generally 
consistent  and  mutually  supportive. 

3.  Ensure  that  IRLG  activities  are 
included  in  each  agency's  ZBB 
budgeting  process. 

Surrogate  Liaison:  Thomas  Grumbly 
(FSQS) 

Research  Planning  Officers 

1.  Coordinate  research  planning  and 
budgeting  operations  of  the  IRLG 
agencies. 

2.  Arrange  for  research  budget 
submissions  and  subsequent  testimony 
to  be  coordinated  and  mutually 
supportive. 

3.  Promote  increased  coordination 
between  IRLG  and  other  agencies 
involved  in  toxics  research. 

4.  Ensure  that  research  projects 
identified  by  the  Regulatory 
Development  Work  Group  are  given  full 
consideration  in  preparing  the  research 
budgets  of  the  separate  agencies. 

Specific  Projects: 

a.  Establish  a  task  force  to  prepare 
specific  recommendations  concerning 
the  implementation  of  the  research 
coordination  efforts  recommended  by 


the  Research  Planning  Work  Group  in 
their  Toxicology  and  Metals  Reports. 

b.  Evaluate  other  possible  initiatives 
recommended  by  the  Research  Planning 
Work  Group  and  establish  task  forces  to 
study  and  make  recommendations  on 
these  initiatives  as  appropriate. 

c.  Develop  recommendations  to 
improve  the  usefulness  of  the  FY 1981 
Toxics  Research  ZBB  exercise. 

d.  Consider  appropirate  follow-up  on 
the  “Preventive  Health  and  the 
Environmental  Sciences”  report  of 
November  1978. 

Surrogate  Liaison:  Allen  Heim  (FDA) 
Senior  Economists 

1.  In  coordination  with  the  Regulatory 
Development  Work  Group,  arrange  for 
joint  economic  impact  analyses 
whenever  feasible. 

2.  Promote  exchange  of  relevant 
economic  information  and  economic 
analysis  tools  among  agencies. 

3.  Arrange  for  development  of 
common  data  bases  and  methods  for 
carrying  out  economic  analyses. 

Specific  Projects: 

a.  Establish  a  special  task  force  to 
evaluate  feasibility  of  and  make 
recommendations  on  the  establishment 
of  common  data  bases  relevant  to 
economic  analyses  of  toxic  substances 
regulations. 

b.  Establish  a  special  task  force  to 
evaluate  feasibility  of  and  make 
recommendations  on  the  cooperative  (or 
joint)  development  of  analytical 
methodologies  and  tools  for  economic 
analyses. 

c.  In  cooperation  with  the  IRLG 
Surrogates,  establish  a  special  task  force 
to  develop  a  cooperative  program  for 
developing  methodologies,  analytical 
tools  and  carrying  out  analyses  of  the 
benefits  of  toxic  substances  regulations. 

d.  Coordinate  activities  with 
Regulatory  Council. 

Surrogate  Liaison:  Edwin  H.  Clark,  II 
(EPA) 

Compliance  and  Enforcement  Officers 

1.  Ensure  continued  cooperation 
among  the  agencies  in  compliance  and 
enforcement  activities  in  the  Held  and  at 
headquarters. 

2.  Develop  ways  to  increase  the 
effectiveness  and  efficiency  of  agency 
compliance  laboratory  operations. 

3.  Assist  the  field  offices  in 
coordinating  their  compliance  and 
enforcement  activities. 

Specific  Projects: 

a.  Develop  a  plan  for  integrating 
agency  regional  emergency  response 
systems  with  the  National  Contingency 
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Plan  for  emergencies  related  to  oil  and 
hazardous  substances  discharges. 

b.  Implement  a  compliance  orientation 
training  program  to  prepare  compliance 
personnel  for  referral  inspections. 

c.  Develop  and  implement  a  referral 
inspection  program. 

d.  Evaluate  feasibility  of  cross-over 
inspections. 

e.  Develop  and  implement  a  joint 
inspection  program. 

i.  Plan  and  implement  industry 
seminars  on  compliance  issues. 

g.  Develop  a  computerized  inventory 
of  facilities  and  equipment  in  agency 
laboratories. 

h.  Develop  handling  procedures  to 
facilitate  referral  of  samples  to  other 
agency  laboratories. 

i.  Develop  a  MOU  addressing 
procedures  for  instituting,  where 
appropriate,  cooperative  civil  or 
criminal  enforcement  actions. 

Surrogate  Liaison:  James  Pierce  (OSHA) 
and  Claire  Mattasoni  (EPA) 

FOI  Officers 

Ensure,  in  cooperation  with  the  IRLG 
surrogates,  accurate  responses  from  the 
IRLG  agencies  on  FOI  requests. 
Surrogate  Liaison:  Ray  Murtishaw 
(FSQS) 

Personnel  Officers 
Specific  Projects: 

a.  Resolve  personnel  and  union 
problems  involved  in  inspection 
referrals  and  exchange  of  personnel 
among  IRLG  agencies. 

b.  Develop  ways  to  exchange,  on  a 
timefy  basis,  job  announcements  for 
professional  positions  in  the  IRLG 
agencies. 

c.  Coordinate  the  referral  of  highly 
qualified  professional  job  applicants  to 
other  IRLG  agencies  for  consideration. 

d.  Follow-up  on  the  establishment  of 
position  standards  for  toxicologists. 
Surrogate  Liaison:  Ray  Murtishaw, 

FSQS 

I 

Other  Activities 

The  following  staff  groups  are 
encouraged  to  develop  closer  working 
arrangements  among  the  IRLG  agencies 
and  to  recommend  areas  of  opportunity 
for  increased  interagency  cooperation  in 
their  areas  of  responsibility: 
Administrative  Officers 
Planning  and  Evaluation  Officers 
Environmental  Assessment  Officers  • 
Correspondence  Referral 
Contract  Officers 
Good  Laboratory  Practices 

For  further  information  on  activities  of 
the  IRLG,  contact  Ms.  Susan  Guenette, 
Executive  Assistant,  IRLG,  Room  500, 


Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission, 
till  18th  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20207— Telephone:  (202)  634-4350. 

Allan  H.  Heim, 

Chairman,  Interagency  Regulatory  Liaison 
Group. 
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